
Sermon Notes – November 23, 2025 
The Holy Gospel of St. Luke 23: 33-43 

Peace Lutheran Church 
“Christ the King” 

  
 Beaten, bloody, half-naked, and half dead.  Surrounded by just a 
handful of the followers He had gathered.  A public and a government 
screaming treason and heresy.  A felon accused, convicted, and sentenced 
to death.  And the title above the entire scene - a sign laced with sarcasm 
and venom, proclaiming this sad case to be the treason and heresy 
proclaimed: “King of the Jews” (Luke 23: 38). 
 Yet here we are on this Lord's Day, proclaiming that this sign told 
the-God's- honest-truth: this man, this Messiah, was and forever will be 
Christ the King. 
 What kind of king is Christ?  In that Good Friday setting of two 
thousand years ago, we find nothing regal to support a claim to a throne, 
just a soon-to-die criminal.  And in case anyone at the time had any other 
thoughts about Him, He would die on public gallows with public mockery 
and public shame.  Here is your king, you followers of this so-called 
Messiah!  For those who stand against the emperor, against Caesar, against 
power, this is the lot that has been cast for you.  A dying and dead king 
doesn't represent much of a king at all. 
 Who is this king of glory then?  What might we say about Him 
when, according to today's gospel text, the first person in paradise with 
Him will be, like Jesus, a convicted criminal sentenced to death?  What 
might we say about this king who came to bring life and hope and release?  
What might we say about this king who looks to God as well as to those on 
either side of Him? 
 What might we say on this last Sunday of the church year, on this 
Christ the King Sunday, when we see an image of God that is exact 
opposite of what we might want to expect?  What might we experience 
and know and learn about who God desires to be in the world, who He 
desires to be for us, and how He has overturned everything, from our 
expectations to the world itself. 
 Finally, if this is our king - one who dies at the hands of kings of this 
world, walking with and saving sinners, promising paradise to ones the 



world least expects; one who speaks so much truth to the powers of this 
old world that worldly death is the only possible outcome; and one who 
brings good news to those who are poor in mind, body and spirit, captive, 
and imprisoned - He Is Truly Our King.  Praise be to God! 


